
Berden and the First World War 











Berden 

• Christ’s Hospital sold Berden Hall Estate in 1919. 

• In 1921 there was a population of 272 people. 

• Rev. H. Hudson and 8 men belonged to the 
Berden Fire Brigade. 

• George and Ada Sibley ran the Post Office. 

• Miss E.M Catt was the School mistress with 75 
children at the school.  

• J Bazley of Park Green Cottage was the Carrier. 

 



• There were 8 farmers in the village: 
• W.K Durward of Berden Hall Farm 
• A. Seabrook of Highlands Farm 
• W. Seabrook of  Priory Farm 
• C.T.F Brown of Mill Farm 
• W. Hagger of Rook Farm 
• E. Martin of White House Farm 
• E.M.F Petchey of Stocks Farm (The Crump) 
• J.F Turpin of Francis Farm 

 



• F.Heasell was the Grocer 

• There were 2 Pubs: 

• H.Mynott: The Raven 

• J.Tinworth: The Kings Head 

• The Forge (Wheelwrights) was owned by the 
Sibley family. 

 



So in summary: 

• We are looking at a community of around 270 
people with two churches (C of E and 
Methodist), a Post Office, School, Grocery 
shop, two pubs, a forge, a fire crew, and 8 
farms. (Kelly’s Directory, 1921) 
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Boy Bishops who fought in the First 
World War. 

• 1901 Aelfric Hudson 
• 1902 Ernest Knight 
• 1903 Bertie Cracknell 
• 1904 Willie Brett 
• 1905 Walter Hammond and Herbert Monk 
• 1906 Arthur Hammond 
• 1907 John Brett 
• 1908 Sidney Stone 
• 1909 Arthur Debnam 
 



Words of Rev. Hudson written in Boy 
Bishop Book 

• Aelfric Hudson: He joined the Royal Fusiliers in August 
1914. Became Captain in 1916. Severely wounded at 
Ypres in 1917. Ordained as a Vicar in 1919 at Bocking, 
Essex. 

• Ernest Knight: after leaving school drove a milk cart to 
Ware. He was in the Berden Fire Brigade. He was badly 
gassed in the War. Died and buried on St Nicholas Day 
1918. 

• Bertie Cracknell: Became a groom and worked at 
Berden Priory. He was wounded in the War. Has since 
gone out of his mind and is at Severalls Mental 
Institution in Essex. 



• Willie Brett: was wounded more than once in the 
War. He is working as an Agricultural Labourer in 
Clavering. 

• Walter Hammond and Arthur Hammond were 2 
brothers both killed in the War. Arthur exactly a 
year after Walter. Arthur was in the Fire Brigade. 

• Herbert Monk: was wounded in the War. He is 
now helping his younger brother Harry Monk at 
his garage at the Wheatsheaf in Bishops 
Stortford. 



• John Brett is the younger brother of Willie Brett. 
He was wounded in the War. 

• Sidney Stone was the brother of Mercy Stone. He 
was killed in the War. 

• Arthur Debnam served in a submarine. He was 
the only past Boy Bishop to come through the 
War unscathed and he was the youngest and the 
only one in the Navy. He is now a conductor of a 
Green Line bus between London and Bishops 
Stortford. 



• Of the ten Boy Bishops who served in the 
Armed Forces, 4 were killed, 5 severely 
wounded (1 permanently crippled),  and only 
1 unscathed.  

 



1915 



Fred King 

• Enlisted in 1915 aged 26 

• Married Ellen Wilson at Langley Parish Church 
in January 1917. 

• Served with the Machine Gun Corps, Infantry 

• Survived the war. 

 

 



Private Walter King 

• 3/2512, 1st Bn., Essex Regiment. Died 25th 
October 1915 

• Buried in Azmak Cemetery, Suvla in Turkey. 

• In 1911 he lived with his  86yr old Father and 
was an Agricultural Labourer. 

• He was part of the 1st Bn of the Regular Army. 
In August 1914 they were in Mauritius. 
Returned to England in December 1914. 





Men from the Essex Regiment 



• 18th January 1915 moved to Banbury and came 
under orders of 88th Brigade in 29th Division. 

• 21st March 1915 sailed from Avonmouth for 
Gallipoli going via Egypt and Mudros. Landed at 
Cape Helles on 25th April 1915. 

• There is a memorial to the 29th Division on the 
A45 at Stretton on Dunsmore between Coventry 
and Rugby. It marks the spot where the troops 





• Were inspected by George V just before the 
departure for Gallipoli. 

• In October 1915 there were severe winter storms 
which caused much damage and human 
hardship. 213,000 British casualties at Gallipoli. 
145,000 were due to sickness with the chief 
causes being dysentery, diarrhoea and enteric 
fever. There was no major battle on the day 
Walter King died, 25th October 1915. 







1916 



Walter Warman 

• Enlisted aged 40 in 1916 with the Royal 
Engineers. 

• Lived at Mount Pleasant, Berden 

• He had 3 daughters; Mabel, Amy and Lily. 

• Survived the war. 

 



2nd Lieutenant Harry Spencer Seabrook 

• 16th Bn., Sherwood Foresters (Notts and Derby 
Regiment) died on 12th July 1916 aged 32. 

• Son of Walter and Selina Elizabeth Seabrook 
of Berden Priory. 

• Found on Loos Memorial 

• Was a Stock Clerk and single. In 1911 he lived 
with his Father, two sisters and two servants. 

 



• The 16th Battalion was formed in Derby on 
16th April 1915 by the Duke of Devonshire and 
the Derbyshire TF Association. Moved to 
Buxton on 4th May 1915 and then on to 
Redmires near Sheffield on 8th June. 2nd 
September 1915 moved to Hursley near 
Winchester and came under orders of 117th 
Brigade in 39th Division. 





16th Battalion Notts and Derby 
Regiment Band 



• Moved to Aldershot on 30th September 1915 
but soon moved to Witley. 

• 6th March 1916 Landed at Le Havre 

• Harry Seabrook died during the Battle of 
Albert 1st-13th July 1916. Killed in Action but 
body never identified. 

• In his will he left £1198.25.11d to Harold John 
Spencer Seabrook who was a Lieutenant in 
the Wiltshire Yeomanry 

 



Miss C.I Cherry (Herts and Essex 
Observer) 

• October 1916 

• Mr. and Mrs. A Seabrook of Highlands Farm 
lent their house on a weekly basis to a local 
group who were supporting the Red Cross. 13 
people on average helped out. 5300 articles 
including Pyjama suits, shirts, towels and 
jackets were sent to the depot in Newport 
between 1916 and 1919. 



Private Frank Chapman 

• G/17413, 6th Bn., Queen’s Own (Royal West 
Kent Regiment). 

• Died 7th October 1916. 

• Found on Thiepval Memorial  

• In 1911 he lived in Sawpit Lane, Little London. 
He was a Labourer on a farm and a Thatcher. 
He lived with his Father and Sister. 

• He enlisted in Saffron Walden and was killed 
in action. 

 





• He was formerly 27524, of the Middlesex 
Regiment. 

• 5ft 8 inches tall with a circular scar on right 
thigh. 



• 6th (Service) Battalion was formed at 
Maidstone on 14th August 1914 as part of K1 
and came under the command of the 37th 
Brigade in 12th Eastern Division. Moved 
initially to Colchester and on to Purfleet in 
September 1914 before going to billets in 
Hythe in December. Moved to Aldershot in 
February 1915. On the 1st June 1915 landed at 
Boulogne. 



• Died during the Battle of the Somme (1st July-
18th November 1916) 

• Frank Chapman was involved in the Battle of 
Le Transloy, (1st-18th October) under General 
Rawlinson of Fourth Army, 12th Eastern 
Division. 



Gunner William Turpin 

• 608, No 2 Depot, Royal Garrison Artillery. 

• He died on 12th December 1916. Aged 31. 

• He was the son of John and Ellen Turpin and 
can be found in St Nicholas churchyard, 
Berden. 

• He enlisted in Oxford and was formerly 608, 
132Nd Oxf. Hvy. Bty. R.G.A. 





• The Royal Garrison Artillery. Developed from 
fortress based artillery located on British 
coasts. From 1914 when the army possessed 
very little heavy artillery it grew into a very 
large component of the British forces. It was 
armed with heavy, large calibre guns and 
howitzers that were positioned some way 
behind the front line and had immense 
destructive power. 



• No 2 Depot (Heavy and Siege) located at 
Gosport and was part of the coastal defences. 
It was also a training unit. 

• He died at Gosport. 

• Howizter Guns 







1917 



Private Sidney Stone 

• 35117, A Coy. 13th Bn. Essex Regiment. Died on 
28th April 1917 aged 21. Single. 

• Son of Ammon and Mary Ann Stone (nee Bonney) 
of Mount Pleasant, Berden 

• Found on Arras Memorial 
• Enlisted in Saffron Walden 
• Killed in action. Attacked Oppy village that day 

and lost about 300 men. 
• Sidney was a Farm Labourer and was the 

youngest child of 7 brothers and sisters. 



• He had been a groom to Mr Hawkey of Berden 
Hall 

• Noted as missing near the small town of Oppy, 
Pas de Calais. 

• His mother never believed he was dead and 
never gave up hope that he would be found. 





• Read J W Burrows Essex Units in the War 
1914-1919 Vol 6 The Essex Regiment (13th Bn) 

• Pages 410-411 

• Formed at West Ham on 27th Dec 1914 by the 
Mayor and Borough. Moved to Brentwood in 
May 1915. August 1915 moved to Clipstone 
camp and came under orders of 100th Brigade 
in 33rd Division. 

 



• Landed at Boulogne on 17th Nov 1915. 

• 22nd December was transferred to 6th Brigade 
in 2nd Division. 

• Died during the Arras offensive (9th April-16 
June 1917) Part of First Army commanded by 
General Horne. Battle of Arleux 28-29th April 
part of 2nd Division. 



Private Frank Phillips 

• 24798, 1st Bn., Northamptonshire Regiment. 
He died on the 10th July 1917. Aged 29. 

• He was the son of the late Isaac and Mary Ann 
Phillips. 

• His name is on the Nieuport Memorial. 

• He was born in Berden  and in 1891 lived at 
Dewes Green. He enlisted at Saffron Walden. 
He died of his wounds.  





• The 1st Bn were at Blackdown near Aldershot 
in August 1914. They were under the 
command of the 2nd Brigade in 1st Division. 

• On 13th August 1914 they landed at Le Havre. 

• He died during the Battle of Messines 
between 7th June and 11th July 1917. 

 



Private Fred Mascall 

• 55838, 14th Bn., Royal Welsh Fusiliers. He died 
of his wounds on 18th August 1917. Aged 
28.Can be found at Dozinghem Military 
cemetery. 

• He enlisted in Saffron Walden. 

• He was formerly 28771, Essex Regiment. 

• Fred lived in Audley End Village in 1911 with 
his wife and two children. He was unemployed 
at the time. 





• Between 31st July-10th November 1917 the 
Royal Welsh were fighting in the Third Battle 
of Ypres under the command of the Fifth Army 
(General Gough). Fred Mascall fought and 
died at the Battle of Langemarck between 16-
18th August 1917. 



Miss C.I Cherry (Herts and Essex 
Observer) 

• 21st September 1918 

• L/Cp. A. Hammond, of the East Surreys, 
reported missing.News that he was killed 10th 
October 1917. He was the youngest son of the 
late Mr Daniel Hammond of Little London. 
Formerly horse keeper to Mr. J Hawkey of 
Berden Hall. He was aged 22 years. 



Private Arthur Hammond 

• 8315, 1st Bn., East Surrey Regiment. He died 
on 10th October 1917. Aged 22. 

• He was the son of Mrs. Emma Jane Woodcock. 
Found on the Tyne Cot Memorial. He was 
killed in action. 

• In 1911 he was a Farm Carman and lived at No 
1 Alms Houses, Brick House End with his 
mother, stepfather and 3 brothers and sisters. 





• The 1st Bn., were based in Dublin in August 1914. 
They were part of the 14th Brigade in 5th Division. 
They landed at Le Havre on 15th August 1914. 

• On the 12th January 1916 they were transferred 
to 95th Brigade in same division. 

• They were involved in the Battle of Poelcapelle on 
the 9th October 1917 (Third Ypres). Part of the 
Second Army under General Plumer. He died 
possibly due to shelling on the 10th October. 

 



Lance Serjeant William King 

• 590306, 2nd/18th Bn., London Regiment (London Irish Rifles) 
Died on 9th November 1917. Aged 28. 

• Found in Beersheba War Cemetery. 
• He was married to Florence King of Priory Gate Cottages, 

Berden 
• The regiment was formed in London in August 1914 and 

was part of the 60th Division. 
• End of May 1915, Division HQ was moved to Bishops 

Stortford. In November 6300 Lee Enfield Rifles arrived. Sent 
to Salisbury Plain in January 1916. 

• On the 23rd June 1916 they landed at Le Havre but in 
November they were moved to Salonika. On 24th-25th April, 
8th-9th May 1917 were involved in the Battle of Dorian. 





• On 2nd July 1917 moved to Egypt, arriving in 
Alexandria on the 5th July. 

• Took part in the 3rd Battle of Gaza (30 
October-7th November) notably in the capture 
of Beersheba on the 31st October and the 
capture of the Sheria position on the 6th 
November. 

• William King fought and died in Palestine on 
the 9th November 1917 

 



Miss C.I Cherry (Herts and Essex 
Observer) 

• 29th December 1917 

• Carol Singing by Gwen Turpin, Mabel Warman, 
Jessie Rust and Winnie Tant. Result was 10s 
for the War Hospital Depot 

• Mabel’s father was Walter Warman who 
joined the Royal Engineers in 1916. 



1918 



Miss C.I Cherry (Herts and Essex 
Observer) 

• 4th May 1918 

• Private Willie Brett, eldest son of Mr. and Mrs. 
W Brett, Highlands Cottages, wounded for the 
fifth time, also suffered shell shock and gas 
attack (Essex Regiment) 



Corporal Harold Russell England 

• 77490, Canadian Corps Military Police. Died 
on 31st August 1918 aged 33. 

• He was the son of Captain. Russell England 
and Mrs Emily England. Husband of Kathleen 
Mary England (nee Seabrook) of Berden 
Priory. 

• Found at Tigris Lane Cemetery, Wancourt. 





Canadian War Graves Registers 

• While on duty controlling traffic in Wancourt 
about 11am on August 31st 1918, he was 
instantly killed by splinters from an enemy 
shell, that penetrated his heart. 

• Was formerly of the 48th Gordon Highlanders. 
Spent 3 years and 4 months on continuous 
active service. 



Lance Corporal Walter Hammond 

• L/14106, 13th Bn., Middlesex Regiment. He died 
on 10th October 1918. Exactly one year after his 
brother. 

• He can be found at St. Aubert British Cemetery. 

• Part of Duke of Cambridge’s Own. Killed in action. 

• He enlisted in Mill Hill, Middlesex, aged 18. On 5th 
October 1917 he married Kate Auslin at Stove 
Parish Church. Five days later his younger brother 
was killed. 





• The Regiment was formed at Mill Hill in 
September1914 as part of K3 and came under 
the command of the 73rd Brigade, 24th 
Division. Moved to South Downs went to 
billets in Hove in December 1914 and there to 
Shoreham in May 1915 and Pirbright in June. 

• On 2nd September 1915 they landed at 
Boulogne. 



• Part of the Third Army under General Byng. 
Walter Hammond died in the Battle of the 
Hindenburg Line. The 24th Division were part 
of the pursuit to the Selle (9th-12th October 
1918) They has fought at the battle of Cambrai 
on 8th-9th October.  

• Walter died on the 10th October. Killed in 
action. 



Private Ernest Albert Knight 

• 27831, 2nd Bn., Essex Regiment. He died on 
28th November 1918. Aged 28. 

• Son of Albert Knight and the husband of Alice 
Knight of the Street, Berden. 

• Can be found in St Nicholas Churchyard, 
Berden. He was a Milk Cart Driver. 





• The Regiment was formed in Chatham in August 
1914. It was part of the 12th Brigade and 4th 
Division. Moved to Cromer, Norwich and Harrow. 

• On the 28th August 1914 they landed at Le Havre. 

• The 12th Brigade was attached to 36th (Ulster 
Division) for purposes of giving instruction 
between 5th November 1915 to 3rd February 
1916. 



• The Regiment took part in the Battle of 
Valenciennes between 1st-2nd November 1918 
as part of the 4th Division under the First Army 
(General Horne) They were part of the final 
advance into Picardy and this was their last 
engagement. 

• Ernest Knight died of his wounds due to gas. 



 



Miss C.I Cherry (Herts and Essex 
Observer) 

• 10th December 1918 

• Burial of Private Ernest Knight just before the 
Guild service to select the Boy Bishop for next 
year.  



Percy Tant 

• Joined Hampshire Regiment aged 24. 

• Lived in Dewes Green. 

• He was a Hay Binder. 

• Survived the war. 

 

 



Research so far:  

• 21 Men Aged 18-40 served in the War. 
(Population 272) 

• Survived without injury: 4 

• Survived but severely injured: 5 

• Died: 12 




